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1. 	 Introduction

The National Commission on Research, Science and Technology (NCRST) was established in terms of Section 4 of the Research, Science and 
Technology Act, 2004 (Act no 23 of 2004). The Innovation and Technology Development (ITD) department within the NCRST is committed to 
furthering innovation and technology within the Research, Science, Technology & Innovation (RSTI) funnel. The Innovation & Industrial Research 
(IIR) division is one of the three divisions within the ITD department, with an overall objective of creating and managing linkages and platforms 
that promote industrial research, innovation, startup support, value addition, and technology transfer.

The overall objectives of the NCRST are to;
	 Ensure the co-ordination, monitoring and supervision of research, science, and technology in Namibia;
	 Promote and develop research, science, and technology in Namibia;
	 Promote common ground in research, scientific and technological thinking across all disciplines, including the physical, mathematical and 

life sciences, as well as human, social and economic sciences;
	 Encourage and promote innovative and independent thinking and the optimum development of intellectual capacity of people in research, 

science and technology;
	 Ensure dedicated, prioritized and systematic funding for research, science and technology application and development in Namibia;
	 Promote linkages between Namibia and international institutions and bodies on the development of research, science and technology.

The NCRST programmes/projects implemented within the IIR division have impacted individual businesses in many ways including:
	 Improved business operations
	 Improved business ideas
	 Improved product quality
	 Expansions of product ranges and service offerings
	 Better customer development and financial management 
	 Business growth (increased revenue, new business partners and joint ventures)
	 Better fundraising techniques including pitching
	 New networks established  
	 New jobs created (permanent and non-permanent staff)

The main aim of this booklet is to inform the public on some of the innovation programmes and activities within the NCRST and to showcase 
some of the innovators that benefited through various programmes. This booklet also acknowledges the various partners that contributed to the 
implementation of the different innovation programmes.
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2. 	 Innovation Facts in Namibia

Rankings for Namibia (2019-2022)
Global Innovation Index (GII)

Namibia ranked 6th on the 
GII rank in 2022 out of the 25 
economies from Sub-Saharan 
Africa

In 2022 Namibia was leading worldwide 
in Expenditure on education (1st) and 
performed well above the sub-Saharan 
regional average on Human capital and 
research.

2019

101

104

100

96

2020 2021 2022

GII rankings out of 
132 economics 

GII ranking in 
Sub-Sahara Africa 

In 2022, Namibia improved its GII 
ranking to 96 as compared to 2021 when 
it was ranked 100.
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	 In 2022, Namibia produced less innovation 
outputs relative to its level of innovation 
investments. 
	 As for innovation outputs, Namibia ranks 

113th in 2022 and this position is lower than 
2021, 2020 and 2019.

Namibia performed best in institutions and 
its weakest performance is in knowledge and 
technology outputs and creative outputs.

Rankings in the seven GII 
2022 areas

Source: 
Dutta, S., Lanvin, B., Wunsch-Vincent, S., & León, L. R. (Eds.). 
(2022). Global Innovation Index 2022: What is the Future of 
Innovation-driven Growth? (Vol. 2000). WIPO. 
Dutta, S., Lanvin, B., León, L. R., & Wunsch-Vincent, S. 
(Eds.). (2021). Global innovation index 2021: tracking innovation 
through the covid-19 crisis. WIPO.
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3. 	 Getting to Know NCRST`s Innovation
	 Support Programmes

3.1 	 The National Innovation Challenge for Women (NICW)

The NCRST launched the NICW Programme to support female startups/entrepreneurs 
with technical and entrepreneurship skills and create opportunities for startups to engage 
with funders, potential partners, and customers. The NICW Programme was designed to 
address gender inclusiveness in the mainstream economy and employment creation which 
has been identified as a priority for the 5th National Development Plan (NDP-5). Namibia, 
in response to global and regional policy directives such as Sustainable Developmental 
Goals (SDG) particularly goal number five that speaks to gender inclusivity.

The NICW Programme supports female startups/entrepreneurs working on innovative 
products and/or services in energy and water, agriculture, nutrition, and food security, value 
addition to natural resources, health, ICT/technology, cosmetics, and waste (upcycling). 
The programme aims to strengthen the participation of female startups/entrepreneurs in 
the national innovation ecosystem. The programme is implemented in partnership with 
a network of stakeholders from the private and public sector, and training organisations 
to address national priorities and gender inclusivity. The programme is run in a series 
of trainings and boot camps, coupled with mentorship support as well as networking 
opportunities and funding. 

Funding through developmental vouchers
The NICW programme runs for 18 months which is called a season and at the end of 
every season, the participants publicly pitch, judged and the selected winners receive 
developmental vouchers and/or trips to international pitching events such as the South 
Africa Innovation Summit (SAIS) and the Africa Women Innovation & Entrepreneurship 
Forum (AWIEF). Since the inception of the programme, 16 participants who have been 
selected by a panel of judges received financial 
assistance in a form of a developmental voucher for 
their businesses. For the four years the programme 
has been running, a total of N$ 2,980,000.00 was 
spent to support the 16 winners in various sectors. 
In 2018/19, seventy percent (70%) of the funding 
was spent on businesses from agriculture, nutrition 

The NICW programme have been running for four 
consecutive years and by 2022, the pogramme had 
reached over 1256 women and have trained over 
128 women across all 14 Namibian regions. Of these, 
41%were in agriculture, nutrition & food security, 
17% in value addition to health, 9% in waste 
(upcycling) as well as 9% in ICT/Technology and 
only 1% in energy and water.  

Energy and water	
Agriculture, Nutrition & Food Security
Value addition on natual resources
Health
ICT/Tech
Waste (Upcycling)
Cosmetics

1%

41%

17%
13%

9%

9%

10%

Participants by 
industrial sector
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and food security industries. In 2019/20, sixty percent (60%) was spent on health and waste 
(upcycling) combined. The “value addition on natural resources” industry in 2020/21 absorbed 
56% of the funding. In 2021/22, thirty-three (33 of the funding was spent on businesses from 
Information Communication & Technology industry. No funding was spent on businesses in 
the water and energy industry over the four years of the programme.  This calls for an increased 
awareness raising in the two sectors.

 
 

 

Partners

2021/22

2020/21

2019/20

2018/19
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Funding by industrial sector

% spent on energy and water
% spent on value addition on natural resources
% spent on ICT/Tech
% spent on cosmetics

% spent on agriculture, nutrition & food security
% spent on health
% spent on waste (Upcycling)

NCRST funding helped me with 
researching market trends, 
establishing weaknesses/
strengths and eventually 
securing inventory, thereby 
establishing a working chain of 
custody for my clients.
Leya Mwenza
GenetixMetazoa
Windhoek

Through the NCRST funding, we 
are now capable of acquiring 
machines that we could not 
get as it was too expensive. we 
can now manufacture products 
faster as we previously did 
everything by hand.

Una Ferreira
Bold Creation CC
Windhoek

The female entrepreneurs received various support, 
including: 

	 Business model development
	 Financial management training
	 Pitch training
	 Media coverage and marketing opportunities
	 Business expansion for employment creation
	 Funding through developmental vouchers
	 Linkage creation
	 Peer to peer support and entrepreneur networks
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3.2	 BOOST-UP Programme

The NCRST launched the BOOST-UP programme to support early-stage startups that use technology to solve societal problems by helping 
entrepreneurs gain practical tools to package their business ideas and develop their pitching skills. The BOOST-UP programme was designed to 
ensure sustainable infrastructure in terms of information and communication technology as a priority for Namibia’s 5th National Development 
Plan (NDP-5), in response to regional and global policy directives such as the 17 SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals).

The BOOST-UP programme supports both male and female early-stage startups working on products/
services based on technology to solve societal problems as outlined in national documents.  BOOST-UP 
Programme comprises of the Set-Up training events, Stand Up national pitch competitions and the 
Scale Up incubation programme and bootcamp. Finalists are usually selected at national pitch 
competitions held in Botswana, Namibia, Tanzania, South Africa and Zambia to participate 
in a Scale Up. The Scale Up culminates in national winners attending international pitching 
events such as SLUSH where the finalists from the countries mentioned above pitch against 
each other to be crowned the overall winner of the competition. BOOST-UP was initially 
supported by Southern African Innovation Support (SAIS) 2 programme, connected hubs 
and the National Focal Points. As a continuation, it is now run under the Southern African 
Innovation Collectives (SAIC) and funded by a focal point at country level. NCRST is the 
focal point for Namibia. 
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